
 

  

The CHINA CAPABLE Public Sector programme invites public sector professionals to attend  
this complimentary KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER EVENT with keynote speaker 

US Consul-General to Hong Kong and Macau (2013-2016) 
Former US Special Envoy for the Six-Party Talks (2011-13) 

 
Wednesday 12 September 3:00 pm, Wellington 

 

Invitations open to  
public sector professionals  

When: 3: 00 – 4:00 pm 
Wednesday 12 September 2018 

Venue:  
Lecture Theatre 2, Rutherford  
House, Pipitea Campus 
Victoria University 
33 Bunny Street, Wellington 

Please RSVP by  
Tuesday 11 September to 
china.capable@mfat.govt.nz 

 

Hong Kong reverted to Chinese sovereignty from British rule in 
1997.  Since then it has maintained a liberal, law-based society and 
market economy inside a one-party authoritarian state – an 
unprecedented situation.  

More recently the Chinese Central Government has intervened 
more frequently in Hong Kong’s affairs, with implications for Hong 
Kong itself and for countries such as New Zealand that have close 
associations with it.  

New Zealand’s relationship with Hong Kong has evolved on the 
back of the stable relationship between Beijing and the former 
colony.  

- Where is this relationship now heading?  

- Which trends or issues may complicate matters for New 
Zealand in terms of our relationships with both Hong Kong 
and Beijing?   

As the senior US representative in Hong Kong for three years, Ford 
Hart closely monitored Hong Kong’s economic achievements, the 
challenges it faces, its domestic politics, and its evolving 
relationship with Beijing.   

Ford will comment on how Hong Kong is responding to this 
tightening in its relationship with China, and what this might mean 
for Hong Kong’s government, economy, its independent legal 
system, and the “Two Systems” more generally. 

Ford Hart is the former U.S. Consul General to Hong Kong and Macau, an 
ambassadorial-level position.  Over a 33-year diplomatic career, Ford had three 
assignments in Mainland China and one each in the USSR and Iraq.  He worked 
on Greater China at the State Department, the White House, and the Pentagon.  
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